
 
 

 

 

 

 

CITY OF ITHACA 

PLANNING COMMISSION 
Regular Meeting Agenda 

Tuesday, May 14, 2024 @ 5:00pm 
City Council Chamber 

 

 

  

 

1. Call to Order 

 

2. Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag 

 

3. Approval of Minutes from the Regular Meeting of April 9, 2024 

 

4. Public Comments (regarding items on this agenda) 

 

5. Unfinished Business 

 

6. New Business 

a) Special Use Permit  

a. Accessory Building – 725 Serenity Drive 

b) Special Use Permit 

a. Accessory Building – 329 S. St. Johns Street 

 

7. Public Comments 

 

8. Adjournment 
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725 Serenity Drive 

Accessory Building: 720 square feet 

 

 
§ 4.05Accessory buildings. 

Except as otherwise permitted in this ordinance, accessory buildings shall be allowed as 

permitted uses, subject to the following regulations: 

 

(c)  

Accessory buildings shall not be erected in any required front or side yard. 

 

The homeowner is requesting a special use permit to allow the accessory building (steel 

garage) to be located on the East side of the front yard along the driveway.  The property 

is in the R-1 District and is 5.269 Acres is size.  The building would be thirty feet of the 

side yard property line and 187 feet from the front property line. 

 

Staff notes: The lot is located in the R-1 (Rural Residential District) and has plenty of 

space.  The accessory building is under the maximum allowable size and will not 

adversely affect the aesthetics of the neighborhood.  Staff recommends approving the 

special use permit.   

 

Jamey Conn 

City Manager 
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329 South Saint Johns Street 

Accessory Building: 2,400 square feet 

 

§ 4.05Accessory buildings. 

(d)  

In the R-1, R-2, R-3, R-4 and R-O Districts, the maximum allowable size for the total of 

all accessory buildings on a developed lot shall be 864 square feet. A special use permit 

shall be required if the total area of all accessory buildings is larger than 864 square feet. 

In no instance shall the total area of all detached accessory buildings be larger than the 

area of the ground floor of the main building or occupy more than 10% of a required rear 

yard (and 25% of a nonrequired rear yard), whichever is less. All farm related accessory 

buildings in the R-1 District shall require a special use permit but shall not be larger than 

10% of the required rear yard or more than 25% of the nonrequired rear yard. 

 

 

The property owner is requesting a special use permit to allow for greater than 864 square 

feet of accessory building space and a larger square footage than the ground floor of the 

main building (house).  The property is in the R-3 District and is 1.769 Acres in size. 

 

The property has a county drain running along the Southern portion of this property.  The 

county drain commission requires 66 feet of setback from their drains,  

 

Staff notes: The lot is located in the R-3 District and has plenty of space.  If the accessory 

building is approved the percentage of lot coverage would only equal about 5% of the lot, 

which is well under the current 15% maximum.  Due to the lot size and location, the 

accessory building would not adversely affect the surrounding neighborhood. Staff 

recommends to approve the special use permit. 

 

Jamey Conn 

City Manager 
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